
 

 

 
 
Job Title:   Assay Biologist  
 
Reference:                 AB/0317 
 
Location:   Cambridge, UK 

Astex Pharmaceuticals is a world leader in innovative drug discovery and development.  The company has 
successfully applied its proprietary Fragment-Based Drug discovery platform to generate multiple new drug 
candidates that are progressing in clinical development. Astex continues to grow and focuses on Oncology 
and Neurological Disorders.  We have opportunities at our Cambridge, UK, Research Centre for experienced 
and innovative scientists, wishing to develop their career in a thriving multidisciplinary, industrial 
environment 
 
CURIOSITY, CREATIVITY AND INNOVATIVE SCIENCE FOR DRUG DISCOVERY  
             
               ...UNLOCK YOUR POTENTIAL                              

 
This is a laboratory based role to develop screening assays for drug targets using appropriate assay formats 
to support the drug discovery process from hit identification to lead optimisation. This would suit someone 
qualified to PhD level in enzymology or protein biochemistry with relevant postdoctoral experience gained 
in an industrial or academic setting. 
 
Responsibilities  

 Develop screening assays for drug targets using appropriate assay formats, to support the drug discovery 
process from hit identification to lead optimisation  

 Biochemically characterise compounds to develop an in-depth understanding of their mechanism of 
inhibition  

 Explore and implement novel assay technologies for use within the group  

 Interact with other key members of multidisciplinary teams including chemistry, biophysics and protein 
production groups  

 
Requirements 
 

 PhD in enzymology/protein biochemistry or equivalent experience  

 Proven postdoctoral experience gained in an academic or industrial setting  

 Demonstrable proficiency in assay development using techniques such as FP, TRF and Alphascreen  

 Experience of working in multi-disciplinary teams; knowledge of the drug discovery process would be an 
advantage  

 
 

We offer excellent training and career development opportunities as well as a highly 
competitive salary and benefits package. 

 
To apply please send your CV and a cover letter, quoting the job reference, AB/0317, to hr.uk@astx.com 

 
 

For information on Astex Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.astx.com  
and for information on Otsuka Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.otsuka.co.jp  

 
 

We are recruiting for a number of roles some are permanent and some are for 2-3 year fixed term contracts 
depending on qualifications and experience 
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