
 

 

   Job Title: Group Leader, Molecular Sciences (Ref: GL/0617) 
 

Location: Cambridge, UK 
 
 

Astex Pharmaceuticals is a world leader in innovative drug discovery and development. The company has successfully 
applied its proprietary Fragment-Based Drug Discovery (FBDD) platform to generate multiple new drug candidates that are 
progressing in clinical development. Astex continues to grow and focuses on Oncology and Neurological Disorders. We have 
opportunities at our Research Centre in Cambridge, UK for experienced and imaginative scientists, wishing to develop their 
careers in a thriving multidisciplinary, industrial environment. 

 

CURIOSITY, CREATIVITY AND INNOVATIVE SCIENCE FOR DRUG DISCOVERY 

...UNLOCK YOUR POTENTIAL 
 

Astex is seeking to recruit a highly motivated and talented scientist as a Group Leader within its Molecular Sciences 
Team. The Molecular Sciences Team is responsible for supporting all activities from ‘gene to structure’ and for prosecuting 

Pyramids
TM

, Astex’s fragment-based screening campaigns. Pyramid
TM 

utilises X-ray crystallography and an ensemble of 
biophysical techniques including NMR, surface plasmon resonance (SPR), 
mass spectrometry (MS), isothermal titration calorimetry (ITC) and thermal unfolding. 

 
The ideal candidate should have a PhD in a biophysics related discipline and significant experience of employing biophysical 
methods within an industrial pharmaceutical environment, or an analogous academic setting. Candidates should also be 
able to demonstrate that they have experience of line, group and/or project management. 

 
The Group Leader role will have both laboratory based and managerial components. You will be responsible for maintaining 
and developing Astex’s biophysics platform and for maximising the integration of biophysical methods into, and impact on, 

Pyramid
TM 

campaigns. There will also be a requirement to develop quantitative models of ligand binding and to probe the 
mechanism of action, thermodynamics and kinetics of ligand binding. 
You will have line management responsibility for an inter-disciplinary team of scientists from within Molecular Sciences 
and should have the ability to promote and consolidate interactions with other functions within Astex, including Biology, 
Chemistry and Chemoinformatics. Additionally Astex is a member of the Industrial Consortium evaluating the potential 
utility of cryo-EM for drug discovery, and you will have the opportunity to implement biophysical techniques capable of 
characterising protein samples compatible with cryo-EM. 

 
Principal Responsibilities 

 

 Maintain and develop Astex’s biophysics platform 

 Maximise the impact of biophysical methods on Astex’s fragment screening campaigns 

 Line management of scientists from within Astex’s Molecular Sciences Team 

 Promote cross disciplinary interactions 
 

Requirements 
 

 Practical  experience  and/or  a  good  working  knowledge  of  a  broad  range  of  biophysical  methods including 
SPR, ITC, MS and NMR. 

 Significant experience of using biophysical methods to characterise small molecule (including fragment) binding to 
proteins 

 The ability to address specific biological questions by developing, formatting and critically interpreting the output 
from biophysical assays 

 Ability to develop in-silico models for ligand binding to complex, or allosteric, systems 

 Extensive experience of working in a drug discovery environment 

 Proven track record of managing a team of people and/or projects 

 Excellent oral and written presentation skills, including at a strategic level. 



 Knowledge of structural biology and its application in a drug discovery setting would be an advantage, 
but is not essential 

 
We offer excellent career development opportunities as well as a highly competitive salary and 

benefits package. 
 

 
To apply, please send your CV and a cover letter quoting the job reference: GL/0617 to HR.UK@astx.com 

 
 

For information on Astex Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.astx.com 
For information on Otsuka Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.otsuka.co.jp 
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