
 

 
 
 

Job Title:   Translational Biologist Oncology (Ref TBO/0117) 
 
Job Type:  2 Year Fixed Term Contract, Full Time 
 
Location:   Cambridge, UK 
 

Astex Pharmaceuticals is a world leader in innovative drug discovery and development.  The company has 
successfully applied its proprietary Fragment-Based Drug Discovery platform to generate multiple new drug 
candidates that are progressing in clinical development.  Astex continues to grow and focuses on Oncology and 
Neurological Disorders.  We have opportunities at our Cambridge, UK, Research Centre for experienced and 
innovative scientists, wishing to develop their career in a thriving multidisciplinary, industrial environment 

 
CURIOSITY, CREATIVITY AND INNOVATIVE SCIENCE FOR DRUG DISCOVERY  
             
                   ...UNLOCK YOUR POTENTIAL            

                   
An opportunity exists for a biologist with a strong scientific background in oncology to contribute to Astex’s 
expanding drug discovery portfolio.   The successful candidate will be highly-motivated with demonstrated 
technical ability and the capacity to think independently and creatively.  They should be excellent 
communicators, able to interact with both internal multi-disciplinary project teams and external experts in the 
field.  This 2-year laboratory based role offers an exciting opportunity to contribute your in-depth knowledge of 
biology to drug discovery and to drive future success and innovation at Astex.   
 

Responsibilities  

 Provide laboratory-based in vitro cell biology and in vivo expertise to generate data to support the 
preclinical evaluation of our clinical compounds in oncology indications.   

 Develop a detailed understanding of the literature related to the project and influence the biology 
within projects, by actively participating in project team discussions.  

 Where appropriate, interact with external collaborators or CROs to generate data on clinical compounds 
using appropriately designed studies.  
 

Requirements  
 A PhD in cancer biology, biochemistry or a related field with proven postdoctoral experience  

 Demonstrable proficiency in a range of cancer related cell biology techniques.  

 Small molecule profiling in cancer cell lines.  
 In vivo experience with suitable qualifications and some knowledge or experience in clinical biomarker 

development would be desirable.  

 Strong communication skills and ability to contribute via multidisciplinary project teams.  

 An understanding of, and an interest in the mode of action of new, targeted anti-cancer therapies and 
strategies designed to select optimum patient populations for clinical trials in oncology is essential  

 

We offer excellent training and career development opportunities as well as a highly competitive salary and 
benefits package. 

 
To apply, please send your CV and a cover letter quoting the job reference: TBO/0117 to HR.UK@astx.com 

 
 

For information on Astex Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.astx.com  
and for information on Otsuka Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.otsuka.co.jp  

 

We are recruiting for a number of roles some are permanent and some are for 2-3 year fixed term contracts 
depending on qualifications and experience 
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