
 

 

 
Job Title:   Protein Trafficking Expert (Ref: PTO/0117)  
 
Job Type:  Permanent, Full Time 

Location:   Cambridge, UK 

Astex Pharmaceuticals is a world leader in innovative drug discovery and development.  The company has 
successfully applied its proprietary Fragment-Based Drug Discovery platform to generate multiple new drug 
candidates that are progressing in clinical development.  Astex continues to grow and focuses on Oncology 
and Neurological Disorders.  We have opportunities at our Cambridge, UK, Research Centre for experienced 
and innovative scientists, wishing to develop their career in a thriving multidisciplinary, industrial 
environment. 
 
CURIOSITY, CREATIVITY AND INNOVATIVE SCIENCE FOR DRUG DISCOVERY  
             
               ...UNLOCK YOUR POTENTIAL                              
 
We are now looking for a biochemist / neuroscientist who can bring expertise in understanding the role of 
protein trafficking and clearance on the development and evolution of neurodegenerative diseases.  The 
ideal applicant will have a strong background in cell biology and protein biochemistry and trafficking and its 
role in CNS disease.  In particular, hands on knowledge and experience of the cellular processes involved in 
normal and aberrant protein trafficking within neuronal settings and how these processes may be involved 
in neurodegenerative disease. The successful candidate will be highly-motivated with a broad 
understanding of cutting edge drug discovery in the CNS biology field, the capacity to think creatively and a 
demonstrated ability to interact with and influence multi-disciplinary project teams at the scientific level.  
This is an exciting opportunity to contribute your in-depth knowledge and networks to Astex’s developing 
neuroscience drug discovery interests.  
 

Responsibilities 

 Contribute scientific expertise in cellular protein trafficking to project teams and management 

 Proven ability in establishing the state of the art platform systems to measure these cellular processes  

 Provide laboratory-based cell biology / biochemistry support to the evaluation of targeted lead 
compounds 

 Provide input to the strategy and direction of our neurodegeneration portfolio 

 Interpret data, discuss conclusions and present at various internal and external forums 

 Aid in our open innovation efforts to build expert networks in protein trafficking for target 
identification, validation and drug discovery 
 

Requirements 

 PhD, neuroscience or related field 

 Proven experience in protein trafficking ideally as related to neurodegenerative disease. 

 Hands on cell biology expertise as applied to neuronal protein systems 

 Demonstrated ability to work within multi-disciplinary research teams  

 Strong publication record in relevant areas of neurodegeneration  

 Experience in drug discovery in a biotechnology or pharmaceutical company with a successful record of 
input to projects would be considered an advantage 

 
We offer excellent training and career development opportunities as well as a highly competitive salary 

and benefits package. 
 

To apply please send your CV and a cover letter, quoting the job reference: PTO/0117 or the area of 
interest to HR.UK@astx.com 

 
For information on Astex Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.astx.com  

and for information on Otsuka Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.otsuka.co.jp  
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