
 

 

Job Title:   Cryo-EM Scientist / Cryo-EM Microscope Scientist 
 
Location:   Cambridge, UK 
 

Astex Pharmaceuticals is a world leader in innovative drug discovery and development. The 
company has successfully applied its proprietary Fragment-Based Drug Discovery platform to 
generate multiple new drug candidates that are progressing in clinical development. Astex 
continues to grow and focuses on Oncology and Neurological Disorders. We have opportunities at 
our Cambridge UK Research Centre for experienced and innovative scientists, wishing to develop 
their career in a thriving multidisciplinary, industrial environment. 

 
CURIOSITY, CREATIVITY AND INNOVATIVE SCIENCE FOR DRUG DISCOVERY  

             

                         ...UNLOCK YOUR POTENTIAL        

     

The Molecular Sciences Group at Astex Pharmaceuticals is responsible for supporting Astex’s 
fragment-based screening (PyramidTM) and structural biology activities and utilises multiple 
structural & biophysical techniques, including cryo electron microscopy (cryo-EM).  
 
Astex is a member of the Pharma Thermo-Fisher cryo-EM consortium which provides weekly access 
to a 300kV Titan Krios microscope with direct electron detectors, located in Cambridge. Astex has a 
state-of-the-art, in-house, cryo-EM facility comprising a fully equipped grid preparation laboratory, 
a 200kV Glacios microscope with Falcon3EC and dedicated computing resources to support data 
collection and processing. 

Astex currently has vacancies for two talented cryo-EM scientists who will contribute to the 
continued development of Astex’s cryo-EM infrastructure and its integration into Astex’s PyramidTM 
and structural biology platforms.  

 

Cryo-EM Scientist (ref: CS/0518) 

The first position is focussed around the generation of protein samples and grids for structure 
determination by single particle cryo-EM.  

The successful candidate will have significant experience in: 

- Designing expression constructs for challenging protein targets and multi-protein complexes 
- Prokaryotic and eukaryotic expression systems 
- Purifying and biophysically characterising proteins for cryo-EM 
- Preparing and optimising samples for data collection 

Experience of working with membrane proteins and cryo-EM data acquisition and processing would 
be an advantage. 



Cryo-EM Microscope Scientist (ref: CM/0518)  

The second position is focused on the continued development of Astex’s cryo-EM data collection 
and processing platform.  

The successful candidate will have: 

- an in-depth knowledge of the technical aspects of transmission electron microscopes and 
detectors 

- substantial experience in the acquisition and processing of single particle datasets, including 
map interpretation.  

Experience in the preparation, optimisation and screening of several classes of samples by cryo-EM, 
or in software development is desirable.  

Both the successful candidates will:  

• have a PhD in Biochemistry, Biophysics, Structural Biology, Chemistry or a related discipline 

• have post-doctoral experience studying multiple biological systems using cryo-EM  

• be highly motivated with a substantial scientific track record and the ability to work 
independently and creatively 

• have excellent communication skills and the ability to work in multi-disciplinary teams 
 

We offer excellent training and career development opportunities as well as a highly competitive 
salary and benefits package. 

 
 

To apply, please send your CV and a cover letter quoting the job reference: CS/0518 or CM/0518 
to HR.UK@astx.com 

 
 

For information on Astex Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.astx.com  
and for information on Otsuka Pharmaceuticals please visit: www.otsuka.co.jp  

 
 

We are recruiting for a number of roles some are permanent and some are for 2-3 year fixed term 

contracts depending on qualifications and experience 
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